2nd SPECIAL CONVENTION OF PARTNERSHIP ACADEMY PARTICIPANTS
"Polish NGO activist facing issues of global education and human rights"
online / 15th of October 2021

“The fight for human rights never ends. Although much seems hopeless at the present time, we see that fighting
injustice provides results. Together with activists around the world, we create a strong buffer against authoritarian
leaders and other forces that threaten to destroy democracy and freedom. ”
Bjørn Engesland, Norwegian Helsinki Committee
The Partnership Academy is aimed at local leaders and activists working for the benefit of communities related to the
non-governmental sector. Participants will gain knowledge and competences using unconventional tools, new methods of
local activities that build bonds and responsibility for the common good.
Important elements of the Partnership Academy are:
Interactivity, exchange of experiences and good practices, organization of conventions in various places and contexts in
Poland, access to knowledge developed by an international team from Central Europe and Norway.
What is the idea behind the project?
The concept of the Academy is based on the multidimensional meaning of the word PARTNERSHIP in the space of civic
activities. PARTNERSHIP is cooperation, building bonds between people and generations. Empathy towards another person,
their views and priorities. PARTNERSHIP is also awareness of the surroundings and the local community in all its diversity. It
is sensitivity and respect for man and nature. By introducing changes for the better around us, we change the whole world in
small steps. Today we need a new approach and vision of a world where human well-being is achieved with respect for the
environment and human rights.
The “Reclaim our Civil Space!” project benefits from a 1,8 million € grant from Iceland, Liechtenstein and
Norway through the EEA and Norway Grants Fund for Regional Cooperation.

ORGANIZER:

PARTNERS:
Dom Przyrody i Kultury
w Teremiskach / House of Nature and
Culture in Teremiski

15.10.2021 (Friday)
9.00-10.30

Part 1.

9.00-10.30

Internal meeting of the participants of
Partnership Academy

10.30-11.00

Break

11.00-12.30

Part 2.
Webinar with discussion with special
guests

11.00-12.30

The essence of activities for human rights and
justice - examples and practices

Anna Woźniak-Lubaś
Katarzyna Paterek
Dominika Zaręba
Nina Gałuszka
Katarzyna Szczęśniak

Bjørn Engesland
Norwegian Helsinki Committee

The presentation will be translated
from English to Polish and
moderated by Zbigniew
Jędrzejewski - Ambassador of the
Partnership Academy, with
discussion, questions
12.30-12.40

Break

12.40-14.30

Part 3. Documentary „Last generation”

12.40-13.00

Report from the Białowieża Primeval Forest and Joanna Pawluśkiewicz –
the border area with Belarus, introduction to the Ambassador of the Partnership
documentary „Last Generation”
Academy
House of Nature and Culture,
Camp for the Forest in Teremiski

13.00-14.00

Streaming of the movie "The Last
Generation" by Mikołaj Borowy

https://lastgeneration.pl

14.00-14.30

Discussion and summary of the meeting
Closing words

Joanna Pawluśkiewicz
Anna Woźniak-Lubaś

Media patronage:

Special guests
Bjørn Engesland
Bjørn is a senior adviser of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee.
His commitment to human rights stems from a long and strong interest in
international issues and justice. Since 1995, Bjørn has been the Secretary-General of
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee.
The human rights situation in Russia is a central aspect to the work of the Norwegian
Helsinki Committee. For many years Bjørn has been actively engaged in work aimed
towards strengthening respect for Human Rights within Russia. However, this work
became more difficult in 2009 when Bjørn was declared persona non grata in Russia
This declaration amounted to a ban, by law, on entry into the country. Despite this,
Bjørn continues to persistently peruse justice within Russia.
Bjørn graduated from law studies at the University of Oslo. As a student, he joined the
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights as a research assistant and later became
employed there as deputy head. The development of international human rights
protection within the UN and challenges related to the death penalty were some of the
areas in which he worked on. As the leader of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee,
Bjørn spent many years in the management of the International Helsinki Federation
(IHF). To this regard, efforts in strengthening the cooperation between all the national
Helsinki Committees have been of critical importance.
Bjørn participated actively in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ human rights dialogues
with China, Indonesia, Cuba and Vietnam for many years. In particular, efforts to
strengthen the legal security of persons detained and arrested have been central to
this work. During the wars of former Yugoslavia, Bjørn was involved in fact-finding
missions to Croatia during Operation Storm in 1995.
Bjørn is currently a member of the Advisory Committee on Prevention Against Torture
at the Civil Ombudsman, member of the Advisory Committee at the National Institute
for Human Rights and member of the Council at the Oslo Center for Democracy and
Human Rights.

Zbigniew Jędrzejewski
A graduate of English studies at the University of Silesia and management (MBA
studies) at the Bedfordshire University in Luton, Great Britain. Additionally, he
completed doctoral studies in management at the Kozminski University in Warsaw. Cofounder of the Partnership for the Environment Foundation and its long-term
councilor, including the vice-chairman of the Foundation's Council and the chairman of
the Grants Committee. In the second half of the 90's, director of the American aid
program LEM Projekt (Local Environmental Management Program) financed by the
American Agency for International Development USAID. Co-author of the training
program offered under the Environmental Partnership for Central Europe for nongovernmental organizations and trainer of planning and strategic management for
these organizations. Long-term president of the board of LEMTECH Konsulting Sp. z
o.o. offering services in the municipal sector in the field of planning, preparation and
financing of pro-environmental investments in municipalities.
Joanna Pawluśkiewicz
Activist, improviser, screenwriter, author of the novels "Pani na domkach" and
"Telenowela", co-author of the project "Nowe Legendy Miejskie", "Big Dog Doesn't
Bark", scholarship holder of the Homines Urbani program and the Ministry of Culture,
winner of the Orzeł film award for the film "Warsaw Uprising" ”, Co-founder of the
Comedy Club in Warsaw. Joanna Pawluśkiewicz teaches at the Impro School, is an
activist at the Camp for the Forest, she is involved in social activities in the Białowieża
Forest in the fields of art, social and nature.

Partnership Academy Ambassadors

„Reclaim Our Civic Space!”

